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wowicf be estranged for six months at a time,, but the der-
vish influence was maintained on the whole till the sultanas
downfall. Abu-yl-Huda will long continue to be a name
to conjure by with the dervishes of Turkey, though the
lack of consistency between his vows as a dervish and his
life as a courtier provokes free comment. It is stated that
under his powerful direction the members of the order, the
organization of which has become much disintegrated, were
recovering a spiritual homogeneity which might destine
them to form the best agents for the Panislamic movement
inaugurated in 1882.1 Up to this time., however, this move-
ment does not appear to have gained ground in Syria and
Palestine. The tale of Abu-'l-Huda is one that might be
told of many an abbot in the Middle Ages. We have re-
peated it in this connection to emphasize its distortion of
the murshid idea, not to illustrate this normally. Alas!
the murshids of the church were not all like Peter the
Hermit.

In a former paragraph we have referred to the unco-
ordinated focal points of dervish life among the Qadiriyeh
and allied orders in Syria and Palestine. Such centres
fall under two classes. Where there is a well-endowed and
well-organized dervish house, zawiyeh or tekkeh (written
also tekklyeh), it is customary to find domiciled a sheikh
who has under him, not necessarily resident in the build-
ing, a number of sub-sheikhs, who as his representatives or
deputies are known as khallfies. The spiritual ancestors of
such presiding sheikhs were themselves, as we have seen,
khallfies with reference to the head of the order. At the
present day they are quite independent of control though
they may still bear the title of khallfy in a historical sense.2
In such a sense the term khallfy is applied to ordaining
sheikhs, usually of the poorer class, not subordinated to
the presiding officer of any tekkeh. These constitute the
centres of the second class. As the heads of tekkehs con-
trol a body of lay-dervishes, so these unattached khallfies
have their disciples. The former might be loosely com-

1 See Depont and Coppolani (op. c#.), P- 327.

2 Sec also p. 248.